TABLE 12. Doctorate recipients, by major field of study: Selected years, 1981-2011

1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011

Field of study Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent
All fields 31,355 100.0 31,897 100.0 37,530 100.0 42,437 100.0 40,744 100.0 45,622 100.0 49,010 100.0
Life sciences 5,665 18.1 5,767 18.1 6,967 18.6 8,337 19.6 8,368 205 9,703 21.3 11,467 234
Agricultural sciences, natural resources 1,205 3.8 1,191 3.7 1,277 34 1,289 3.0 1,134 2.8 1,146 25 1,209 25
Biological, biomedical sciences 3,803 12.1 3,807 119 4,649 12.4 5,724 135 5,694 14.0 6,651 14.6 8,135 16.6
Health sciences 657 2.1 769 2.4 1,041 2.8 1,324 31 1,540 3.8 1,906 4.2 2,123 43
Physical sciences 4,116 13.1 4,772 15.0 6,244 16.6 6,592 155 5,866 144 7,464 16.4 8,678 17.7
Chemistry 1,612 51 1,903 6.0 2,194 5.8 2,149 5.1 1,982 49 2,364 5.2 2,439 5.0
Computer and information sciences 232 0.7 399 13 800 21 920 22 830 2.0 1,453 3.2 1,711 35
Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 529 1.7 554 1.7 801 2.1 724 1.7 660 1.6 757 1.7 856 17
Mathematics 728 23 729 23 1,038 2.8 1,122 2.6 1,010 25 1,325 29 1,607 33
Physics and astronomy 1,015 3.2 1,187 3.7 1,411 3.8 1,677 4.0 1,384 34 1,565 3.4 2,065 42
Social sciences 6,317 20.1 6,082 19.1 6,378 17.0 7,053 16.6 7,025 17.2 7,125 15.6 8,120 16.6
Anthropology 369 1.2 381 1.2 341 0.9 397 0.9 410 1.0 472 1.0 555 11
Economics 824 2.6 859 27 885 24 1,008 24 927 23 1,029 23 1,124 23
Political science 445 14 414 13 434 1.2 622 15 658 1.6 616 14 686 14
Psychology 3,358 10.7 3,126 9.8 3,250 8.7 3,495 8.2 3,401 8.3 3,260 71 3,594 73
Sociology 605 1.9 491 15 465 1.2 517 1.2 566 14 579 13 656 1.3
Other social sciences 716 23 811 25 1,003 27 1,014 24 1,063 2.6 1,169 2.6 1,505 31
Engineering 2,528 8.1 3,375 10.6 5,213 13.9 6,308 149 5,510 135 7,186 15.8 8,004 16.3
Aerospace/aeronautical engineering 97 0.3 118 04 206 0.5 287 0.7 202 0.5 238 05 261 0.5
Chemical engineering 296 0.9 476 15 621 17 681 16 636 16 799 18 826 17
Civil engineering 287 0.9 387 1.2 509 14 600 14 501 1.2 655 14 636 13
Electrical/electronics engineering 0 0.0 705 2.2 1,206 32 1,501 35 1,346 33 1,786 39 1,891 39
Industrial/manufacturing engineering 66 0.2 101 0.3 165 04 259 0.6 206 0.5 234 0.5 263 0.5
Materials science engineering 113 04 187 0.6 361 1.0 472 11 448 11 583 13 662 14
Mechanical engineering 282 0.9 442 14 762 2.0 947 2.2 878 2.2 1,045 2.3 1,084 2.2
Other engineering 1,387 44 959 30 1,383 37 1,561 37 1,293 32 1,846 4.0 2,381 49
Education 7,497 239 6,649 20.8 6,454 17.2 6,785 16.0 6,356 15.6 6,122 134 4,691 9.6
Education administration 1,659 53 1,638 5.1 1,913 5.1 2,165 5.1 2,077 5.1 2,051 45 926 19
Education research 3,168 10.1 2,725 8.5 2,354 6.3 2,699 6.4 2,637 6.5 2,751 6.0 2,453 5.0
Teacher education 639 20 490 15 408 11 371 09 296 0.7 250 05 205 04
Teaching fields 1,437 4.6 1,142 3.6 973 2.6 864 2.0 723 18 707 15 808 1.6
Other education 594 19 654 21 806 21 686 16 623 15 363 0.8 299 0.6
Humanities 3,575 114 3,271 10.3 3,872 10.3 4,884 115 5,385 13.2 5,326 11.7 5,214 10.6
Foreign language and literature 576 1.8 445 14 498 1.3 605 14 620 15 615 13 646 1.3
History 692 2.2 563 1.8 663 1.8 857 2.0 1,031 25 973 2.1 1,066 2.2
Letters 1,052 34 957 30 1,204 32 1,493 35 1,493 37 1,457 32 1515 31

Other humanities 1,255 4.0 1,306 4.1 1,507 4.0 1,929 45 2,241 55 2,281 5.0 1,987 4.1



TABLE 12. Doctorate recipients, by major field of study: Selected years, 1981-2011

1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011
Field of study Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent
Other® 1,657 53 1,981 6.2 2,402 6.4 2,478 5.8 2,234 55 2,696 59 2,836 5.8
Business and management 624 2.0 902 2.8 1,163 31 1,279 30 1,064 26 1,311 29 1,328 2.7
Communication 240 0.8 258 0.8 332 0.9 389 0.9 390 1.0 510 11 651 13
Fields not elsewhere classified 793 25 821 2.6 907 24 810 1.9 780 19 871 1.9 857 17
Unknown field 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 4 * 0 0.0

* = value < 0.05%.

# Non-science and engineering fields not shown separately.

NOTES: Major field of study definitions are detailed in appendix A. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100.

SOURCE: NSF/NIH/USED/USDA/NEH/NASA, Survey of Earned Doctorates.



